
Mothers’ Union April Report 

This year’s annual dinner in January was a carvery, enjoyed by 

members and friends, at The Bridge, Llangennech. 

In February Rev. Mary Thorley spoke to us about “The Ladies of the 

Parish”.  Looking through Carmarthen archives she noticed that 

extremely few women had a mention in the reports, or if they were 

it was as the wife of Mr Somebody. This included the lady who gave 

the money for the building of Heol Awst.  Her favourite character 

was Effie Spurrel who instigated many good works, buying what is 

now 17, Spillman Street, employing a matron and sending people out 

to bring back the homeless and needy, providing a refuge.  There 

were many such women working quietly in the back ground with no 

acknowledgement. 

At the Deanery meeting on the 5th we heard that instead of the 

planned Diocesan Festival this year, there would be Archdiaconal 

events coordinated by the Vice Presidents to celebrate the MU’s 

140th birthday. 

Several members attended the Wave of prayer led by Jean in 

church on the 24thFebruary.  

Canon Patrick Thomas returned to us in March. As the Guardian of 

the Shrine in the cathedral, he talked about St David’s shrine there 

which was restored in 2012.  He gave us the history saying that 

shrines were places of pilgrimage and as well as bones would contain 

more important things, a bell and the Gospel book in the case of St. 

David.  With the coming of the Vikings it is unlikely that St. David’s 

bones survived. The Normans, who wanted bones for a shrine bought 

those of Caradoc. Then the Prior of Ewenny had a dream that St. 

David was buried outside the Priory door and exchanged the bones 

for some land and a shrine was built.  In 1866 during repairs to the 

Cathedral some bones were found buried behind the altar.  Kept safe 

they did not reappear until 1920 when Welsh cathedrals were dis-

endowed so Dean William Williams put them on show.  Carbon dating 

has proved they cannot be St. David’s. The figures of St. Patrick, St 



.David and St. Andrew are on the shrine with St. Non on the back.  

He is known for saying,” Be joyful, keep to your faith and belief and 

do the little things”.  

Ten members confirmed they would be going to the Quiet Afternoon 

in Llanllwch on 14th. 

Dates for your diary.   

Thursday 14th April 

A Family History - Elizabeth Wills 

Hostesses: Gill Lewis & Margaret Morris  

Saturday 7th May 

Trip to Hereford 

Thursday 9th June 

Brains Trust 

Hostesses: Jean Jackson & Kate Jones 

Saturday 18th June 

Council Meeting, Crundale Village Hall, Haverfordwest. 10.30 till 

3pm. 

MU Matters and 140th celebration party.  

Meetings are on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7pm in church, 

unless stated otherwise.  New members always welcome, enquiries to 

Jean Voyle Williams.  01267 275222  

Barbara Quick 


