
Mothers’ Union Report January 2016 

Sandra Storch was our speaker in October.  She spoke on 
the “Sacred Wells of Wales”, some of them quite local. 

In November Canon Illtyd Protheroe gave us an insight 
into his work as Chaplain to the Fire Service, visiting the 
stations to get to know and listen to the members, as well as 
attending incidents when required. 

December was a members’ evening.  There had not been 
any pre planning, but members turned up trumps, as usual!  
We had stories, poems, family customs, special decorations, a 
Christmas abroad during the war, a quiz and we learnt the 
history of the Plygain, a most enjoyable, interesting evening. 

The Diocesan Council meeting was held in Bronwydd on 
November 28th with Brenda Evans presiding.  Opening prayers 
were led by the Chaplain, Canon Bryan Witt. 

Brenda introduced our speaker for the morning, Rachel 
Aston, Social Policy Manager at Mary Sumner House. (Rose 
Wright was unable to attend.)  She explained what MU was 
doing to address the problem of gender based violence, which 
could be physical, mental, controlling, coercive, financial, 
emotional or manipulative.  It also includes neglect, forced and 
child marriage, honour based violence, female infanticide, 
forced abortion, FGM, and online abuse.  Apparently women 
are more at risk from violence than cancer. 

She went through what acts and laws had been passed 
and explained what happened at the United Nations when 
governments meet for 2 weeks.  The MU, and others, can 
contribute and lobby to help make decisions.  She suggested 
that if we met with anyone who had suffered violence we listen, 
reassure, confirm their bravery in admitting it and give 
information on how to access help.  We stopped for midday 
prayers and stopped a couple of times to split into groups for 
discussion.  She distributed leaflets, posters and a church self 
assessment form, making it a safer place. 



As some members could not stay for the afternoon 
session the vicar explained that this was Brenda’s last official 
meeting and introduced Vireen to give the vote of thanks to 
Brenda for her work and commitment as Diocesan President.  
She was presented with flowers, an envelope and a MU 
inscribed vase. 

Mothers’ Union business after lunch included the 
President’s Address, when Brenda thanked everyone for her 
gifts and the privilege of holding office.  She introduced the new 
committee and handed over the Diocesan badge to Glenys 
Payne, our new President.  Ann Gill was also finishing her term 
of office as Provincial President and Bryan thanked her for her 
work and the opportunity to be her chaplain for the 3 years. 

Heather Jenkins reported on AFIA.  Ten holidays had 
been provided, 5 given by Tenby, costing a total of £3,927.  
Finances had been helped by a bequest of £1000 from Mrs 
Gravell.  A leaflet explaining what MU does and a poem would 
be included with the welcome pack from next year.  Money 
from teas and the sales table was given to AFIA. 

There is still no information for prayer links with Bukavu.  
(See Teulu Non.)  The Sheep trail will go ahead again this year.  
There are 3 large banners available to advertise any events 
being held, one for each archdeaconry, Heather has ours. 

Many thanks to those who made crosses for pockets, 24 
from Llanddarog were passed on to Rev Euryl Howells.  There 
is an article in Teulu Non giving a lot more information about 
numbers needed and their uses.  This is an ongoing project, so 
please keep making, men, women and non MU members.  
Patterns are at the back of the church and online. 

The Deanery Advent Service was held on 30th November 
in St. John’s church.  Rev Ben Read led the service, Canon 
Bryan Witt led the intercessions and Canon Leigh Richardson 
gave the address.  The weather was atrocious, but there was a 
good attendance.  Brenda Evans thanked the branches for her 



retiring gift and presented a long service certificate to an 
Abergwili member.  

I explained that Wendy, our Deanery Leader, was 
stepping down after 6 years in office, working quietly and 
efficiently behind the scenes.  She would however continue to 
keep us on the straight and narrow as we were swapping jobs, 
she would become secretary and I would become Leader.  To 
show our appreciation Doreen Jones gave her flowers and I 
stated there was a more permanent gift on its way.  Members 
enjoyed tea, mince pies and a chat before braving the elements 
again.  Margaret Rees has agreed to become Deanery 
Treasurer as Eiryth Thomas has stepped down due to illness. 

Dates for your Diary 

Friday 15th January 
Annual Dinner at The Bridge, Llangennech 

Thursday 11th February 
Rev. Mary Thorley,  The Ladies of the Parish 

Hostesses: Rosemary Tilley and Marian Daniels 

Monday 5th February 
Deanery meeting  2.30pm in The Ivy Bush 

23rd to 25th February 
Wave of Prayer (actual date and time to be confirmed) 

Thursday 10th March 
Canon Dr Patrick Thomas, Dewi Sant 

Hostesses: Doreen Rees and Barbara Quick 

Monday 14th March 
Lent Quiet Afternoon in Llanllwch at 2.30pm.  Banners required.  

Meetings are on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7pm in 
church, unless stated otherwise.  New members always 
welcome, enquiries to Jean Voyle Williams 01267 275222. 

Barbara Quick 


